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REACTION TC THE RHODESIAN PLAN 

ANNCR: VOA NEWS ANALYST ROHALD J. DUILAVEY DISCUSSES THE 
INITIAL GLACK AFRICAN REACTION TO RHODESIAN PRIME HINISTER SHITH'S 
SPEECH OF LAST FRIDAY: 
VOICE: WHEN PRIME HINISTER TAM S!iITH MADE HIS HOMENTOUS 
ANNOUNCEMENT LAST WEEK THAT HE WOULD ACCEPT iiAJUORITY RULE IN 
RHODESIA, THERE WAS INMEDITE SPECULATION ABOUT i#4AT THE REACTION 
WOULD BE AMONG THE PRESIDENTS OF THE BLACK AFRICAN STATES 
DIRECTLY CONCERNED WITH RHODESTA~--THAT IS, ZAHMGIA, TANZANIA, 
HOZAHBIQUE, BOTSWANA AND ANGOLA. THAT REACTION WAS NOT LONG IN 
COMING, AND IT VAS CRITICAL. IF THOSE PROPOSALS WERE ACCEPTED 
---SAID THE BLACK LEADERS IH A COMMUNIQUE SUNDAY---THEY WOULD 
BE TANTAMCUNT TO LEGALIZING THE PRESENT "COLONIALIST AND 
RACIST STRUCTURES OF POWER" IN RHODESIA, 

SOHE TMEDIATE PRESS REACTION INTERPRETED THE 
COMMUNIQUE AS A TOTAL "REJECTIGI: OF THE PROPOSALS OUTLINED 
IN THE Sii:ITH SPEECH --- AHD EVEN OF TIIE BASIC CONCEPTS USED BY 
SECRETARY KISSINGER IH HIS PLAN FOR A RHODESIAN SETTLEMENT. 
CLOSER READING OF THE COMMUNIQUE, HOMEVER, REVEALED THAT IT 
DOES NOT "SLAM THE DOOR" of) ALL THE SHITH PROPOSALS; AS 
BRITISH FOREIGN SECRETARY ANTHONY CROSLAND PUT IT. AND HERE 
IN WASHINGTON THE LUSAKA COMMUNIQUE WAS WELCOHED AS 
INDICATING ACCEPTANCE OF THE BASIC PROPOSALS THAT IS, /IAJORITY 
RULE IN RHODESIA WITHIN THO YEARS AND THE ESTABLISHHENT OF A 
TRANSITIONAL GOVERNHENT WHILE A CONSTITUTION IS BEING ORAFTED. 

IN THE VIEW OF QUALIFIED OBSERVERS, THE IiIXED REACTION OF 
THE BLACK AFRICAN LEADERS !:AS NOT UNEXPECTED. THEY HAVE ‘iADE 


IT CLEAR THAT THEY SUPPORT THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF THE 


NEWS ANALYSIS NO. 1-1516 PAGE 2 
KISSINGER AND CALLAHAN PLAHS FOR iAJUORITY RULE IN RHODESIA 
MITHIN TIO YEARS, BUT THE EXACT IMPLEMENTATION OF THOSE PRINCIPLES 
TS NO EASY HATTER, THERE MUST BE SOHE AGREEMENT ON THE POINT 
AT WHICH GUERRILLA UARFARE 3/0ULD BE STOPPED, ON THE MAKEUP OF 
THE INTERIN GOVERNHENT, AliD OH ARRANGEIENTS FOR THE EETING 
WHICH “OULD ORGANIZE THAT GOVERMENT, ON THES LAST ITEN, THE 
BLACK PRESIDENTS REQUESTED CRITAl TO CONVENE THE CONFERENCE 
AT SOME PLACE OUTSIDE RHODESIA; THE GRITISH HAVE INDICATED 
THEIR WILLINGNESS TO DO SO, AND LONDON AND i!ASHINGTON ARE NOW 
IN CONSULTATION AGOUT THIS HATTER, 

WHAT WE SEEN TO GE WITHNESSTiG, THEN, IS THE GEGINNING OF 
A PERIOD OF HARD BARGAINING WITHIN THE FRAHEVGRK OF CERTAIN 
BASIC PRINCIPLES \#11CH HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED BY THE MAJOR PARTIES 
CONCERNED, THE NEGOTIATIONS ‘ILL ALHOST CERTAIULY BE COMPLEX 
AND DIFFICULT, AND THERE NAY BE SETBACKS ALONG THE AY. 
AS SECRETARY KISSINGER HINSCLF SAID LAST WEEK, AFTER 
PRIME FUINISTER SHETH'S SPEECH, “THE STEPS THAT HAVE BEEN 
TAKEN ARE ONLY THO BEGINNING OF A PROCESS," BUT THE FACT REMAINS 
THAT THE PRINCIPLES HAVE CEEN AGREED UPOEH, AND WITH HARD WORK 
AnD GOOD WILL THE PROCESS SHOULD COME TO A SUCCESSFUL 
CONCLUSION, 
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